COLORED PENCILS, WHAT CAN WE DO WITH IT?
We used colored pencils at kindergarten. But now?
A little childish, right? Forget it, colored pencils are
super handy.
You don’t need water, so you can draw with it in almost
every museum. Your sketch does not need to dry and
the colors do not accidentally blend. You can already
get started with six colors because you can mix them
on the paper. Or you can take one rainbow (magic)
colored pencil with you. You can also use pencils to
give a single color accent to your line sketch or you can
combine the pencils with other materials, such as pen
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and watercolor. See what is possible and be surprised.
If you click on a red underlined word, you will see
more (except here).
That’s another way of doing it.

Greg Betza is an illustrator, artist and designer
from New Jersey (United States). He does not limit
his clients with a predetermined style, but with
communication and aesthetics as his focus.
He works in many mediums and styles in order to
produce a solution as unique as the problem it is
solving. He is very versatile: one time he opts for
a traditional solution; another time he splashes
with ink and watercolor. These sketches – made
in Santorini (Greece) – show the power of colored
pencils. Simple lines, clear bright colors and we
can see at a glance where it was made.
Instagram
Blog
Website
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Marina Grechanik is a freelance illustrator,
graphic designer and art teacher. She
graduated from an art academy in Minsk
(Belorussia) and now lives in Ra’anana (Israel).
Everywhere she travels, she takes her sketch
book along with her, like here at the lobby
of the Abraham Hostel in Jerusalem. Always
handy, to take colored pencils with you when
you travel.
‘A sketchbook and a simple pen – that is all
you need to go on a journey every day.
Drawing is seeing, so you just need to open
your eyes wider and start to sketch!’
Facebook
Instagram
Flickr
Blog

‘I have much respect for the simple
pencil; it can be very rich and colorful
in skilled hands’

Marina Grechanik

Martyn Hayes is a design director and lives in Leeds
(England). He lived the life of an ‘old school designer’
where having the ability to sketch your ideas quickly,
and being able to craft perfect hand drawn visuals for
clients were valuable skills. Over the years drawing
has become less part of his professional life, and much
more part of his personal creative life. Martyn: ‘I love to
intensify colours and challenge reality with the unusual
and unexpected. I find it can give a drawing a different
perspective, in a vibrant and fun way.’
Well, in that case colored pencils are a good choice:
solid colors and easy to take with you.
‘I draw because I just love it! Quite simply, it makes me
happy.’
Buildings, such as the Kirkgate Market shown here, are
bursting with history according to Martyn, they are
places with personality and he likes to see how people
use those spaces.
Facebook
Instagram
Website

Victoria Semykina was born in Moscow (Russia)
and now lives in sunny Bologna (Italy). She is an
illustrator. When she is not working, she loves
to go into town by bike to observe people and
catch them on paper. Another hobby of hers is
traveling, which of course she combines with
sketching.
When she was on holiday in London, she drew
this pub: the Famous 3 Kings. Victoria also uses
colored pencils together with watercolor.
She did the line drawing first and then added
color accents with paint.
Facebook
Instagram
Behance
Website
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Merce (Maru) Godas is a freelance illustrator and sketcher
based in Barcelona (Spain). She asks sketchers to ignore
perceived ideas about the subject and see as if they were
looking at it for the first time. She adds: ‘The grass can be
yellow or the sky pink’. She often uses wet techniques such
as gouache and watercolor: ‘Gouache is a material that has
a very fast drying time and a characteristic matt appearance.
Many people don’t know that gouache is a very versatile
material, it can be used with dense texture but it is also very
liquid, almost like watercolour’
In this drawing Maru combined watercolor with colored
pencils: first the large areas of color with transparent paint;
then some details with pencil lines.
A wonderful combination.
Facebook
Instagram
Website
YouTube

‘In between illustrating, I love observing people,
traveling and riding my old bicycle’

Victoria Semykina

‘Make the most of your time
when you draw, experiment
and make mistakes’

Colored pencils, what can we do with it?

4

Toni Santiago is an architect and
lives in Barcelona (Spain). Toni loves
to work with colored pencils.
In this sketch (left) of a street in
Barcelona, he first made the big
shapes with watercolor in strikingly
delicate colors. After that Toni added
lines with pencil colors, just to give
some details. Take a look at the
shadow on the front building. What
a special atmosphere this drawing
has!
On the right you see a more recent
sketch of La Seu Vella (Old Cathedral)
in the city of Lleida: here he combi
nes oil crayons with colored pencils!
Instagram
Website

Celia Burgos

Celia Burgos lives in Cadiz (Spain).
She teaches classes on Art and Drawing in
a public secondary school.
Celia sees ‘sketching as a way to understand
and savour life, and the graphic diary or the
travel sketchbook as a constant opportunity of
learning and as an inseparable companion’.
This sketch was made at the Plaça Reial in
Barcelona. What a drawing, the sky vibrates
with heat! Primarily made with colored pencil,
with a little watercolor.
Celia: }I think that color pencils are a powerful
resource to express emotions.’
Facebook
Instagram
Flickr
Website

Anton Batov is an artist and illustrator based in
Moscow (Russia). In his illustration work, he takes
a variety of approaches, including watercolor and
‘digital watercolor’. This drawing of Letniy sad,
a park in St. Petersburg (Russia) was made with
only colored pencils. Many of Batov’s landscape
and cityscape watercolors are painted on
location, it seems as if it hardly takes any effort.
Anton carries forward a keen awareness of the
nature of light in the landscape in various
weather and atmospheric conditions.
With only a few colored pencils, he managed
to catch the sunrays.
Facebook
Instagram
Flickr
Behance
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Yann Kebbi from Paris (France) is an illustrator
who draws for well-known magazines.
At the core of Yann’s practice is drawing; he fills
sketchbooks with sketches of his travels, or just in
a café or out with friends. He loves to try out new
techniques; Yann now regularly experiments with
making etchings and monoprints.
The colored pencil drawings by Yann are unique
and fascinating: he combines hard lines with soft
color areas. He is primarily a master at omitting
details. Surrender yourself to his drawings, all of
Yann’s drawings tell you stories.
Facebook
Instagram
Website

‘I try not to invest myself in a finished style; I’d rather
explore different means of expression’

Yann Kebbi
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Walter Stolz is my favorite when we talk
about colored pencils. Walter lived in Rodgau,
Hesse (Germany). Unfortunately he died six
years ago; during his life he was a graphic
designer. Walter preferred to travel on a
bicycle, even when he went on vacation.
He always made his drawings on the spot, in
one go, without finishing at home. He usually
took about twenty minutes, otherwise he
would not find them spontaneous enough.
Especially the speed of drawing was important

for his strong lines. Walter: ‘It is important that
you understand the situation: the light, the
perspective, the mood. That unique moment
must be clear. If I can catch that, I think my
drawing is successful.’
And: ‘A sketch captures the uniqueness of the
situation, a photo captures only one second.
A drawing lets you interpret what you see’.
Flickr
Website

Did you miss the previous episodes of That’s another way of doing it?
Here you can still view and download them (at the end,
sorry # 1 & 2 are only in Dutch)
1. urbansketchers.nl/2019/10/17/zo-kan-het-ook
2. urbansketchers.nl/2019/12/20/focus-wat-wil-je-tekenen
3. urbansketchers.nl/2020/02/28/er-staat-een-boom-in-de-weg

‘Why draw? Wouldn’t it be easier to take a photo?
Easier: yes, but not better’

Walter Stolz

YouTube:
• How do you do it, where to you start with a pencil sketch.
• Marina Grechanik and Nathan Halpern go out with colored
pencils (and watercolors) in their hands.
• Here a look at the colored pencil heaven.

All artists have given permission for the use of their sketches in this blog; only Walter Stolz’s family did not respond
to my request. © Anne Rose Oosterbaan. English translation: Linda Toolsema.

Next time: What do you mean, perspective?

