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IT RAINS. BAH, NOW WHAT?

You’re looking forward to it: you gather all your sketching 

supplies and find a place to draw. But then it happens: it 

starts raining. You can run to the nearest cafe or museum, 

have a coffee and wait for the rain to pass. Maybe sketch 

from behind a window? You can take a photo and continue 

with your drawing at home, but then you will miss a lot.

If you are tough enough to open your umbrella and  

continue with your sketch, take a look at what happens to 

the colours around you. The sky turns gray, shadows  

disappear, lights go on, and areas of white take on a blue 

haze. Dark surfaces, such as an asphalt road, become  

darker, lights create reflections in the water on the road.  

Details seem to fade away. And what happens to your 

sketch? Are you glad that you are using waterproof ink?  

Do you allow the rain to run its course on the paper?

At the end of this edition, Marc Taro Holmes will give you 

five tips on sketching in the rain. Tip 1: don’t let it bother 

you. Everyone has had to deal with it, including well-known 

urban sketchers; let’s take a look at how they approached it.

If you click on a link underlined in red, you will see much 

more (except here).

That’s another way of doing it.

Anna Zavyalova drew this sketch while 
standing under the roof on the upper deck of 
a ferry, crossing the Bosphorus towards Istan-
bul (Turkey), in the pouring rain. She first kept 
the paper in the rain to wet it. Her thoughts 
about it: ‘In the rain, Istanbul turns silver, pearl 
coloured and sometimes, lead gray; the dome 
of the mosque dissolves into the clouds, while 
only the dark lines of the minarets remain 
visible.‘ 
‘Actually, when it rains, I paint outside most 
of the time (well, if the rain is not too heavy), 
it adds drops, spots, interesting wet effects to 
the sketch, and new unique sensation – the 
sensation that the rain becomes a co-author 
of the picture. That is very valuable to me.’
Her foundational layers are painted quickly 
and efficiently, the blue-gray colors run 

through each other. Later on Anna added a 
few details with a fountain pen and a thin 
white marker. Lastly she drew the rain.
Anna (Annoushka) studies Art History at the 
St. Petersburg Academy (Russia); before that 
she graduated as an architect. The reason 
she enjoys drawing: ‘As soon as you open 
the sketchbook page, you are immediately 
immersed in the sensations and experiences 
of the time when the drawing was made. You 
travel to places, cities, times and remember 
those you met there. You get to recall what it 
smelled like, the music that was playing and 
how you felt at that moment, all the smallest 
details, everything that surrounded you. Dra-
wing as materialization of the moment.’
Facebook
Instagram

http://www.facebook.com/annushkasketch
http://www.instagram.com/annushka_sketch
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Gary Yeung was wise enough to find shelter from the rain, 
somewhere he could stay dry while making this sketch.  
Gary is one of the founders of Urban Sketchers Hong Kong:  
‘I was born in Hong Kong and still live here. I love this city.  
I’ve seen many things change over the years and some-
times I feel an urgency to get out a pen and paper to 
sketch my surroundings before it disappears.‘ 
Gary on this drawing: ‘I drew this in Cardiff Castle (Wales).  
It rained all afternoon. To stay dry, I went to a sheltered 
wooden walkway on the castle wall. There I sketched part 
of the castle and, of course, the rain.’
During the protests in Hong Kong in 2014 (The Umbrella 
Movement), Gary – along with other Hong Kong Urban 
Sketchers – spent weeks among the protesters, recording 
what they saw in their sketchbooks. 
Here you can read more about it.
Facebook
Instagram
Flickr
Blog

Tim Richardson fled into a pub in Brighton as the rain came pouring down;  
he sketched what he saw through the window.  
Tim is a technical illustrator living in Birmingham (United Kingdom). He spe-
cializes in making drawings of work being done on existing (mainly historic) 
buildings.
Tim is the founder and administrator of the Birmingham Urban Sketchers.
This sketch is a few years old, but I thought it should not be left out of this 
edition. We can’t see the rain, but everything else points to bad weather:  
the dark, blue colours of the sky and buildings; and in the bright reflection on 
the road, we can see that it is raining cats and dogs.
Facebook
Flickr

‘Old buildings in Hong Kong provide  

a glimpse into the past’ Gary Yeung

http://www.facebook.com/saikunggary
http://www.instagram.com/sketchergaryyeung
http://www.flickr.com/people/saikunggary
http://www.studiogario.blogspot.com
http://hyperallergic.com/153418/artists-mobilize-to-capture-hong-kongs-umbrella-movement-in-pen-and-ink
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Birminghamurbansketchers
https://www.flickr.com/people/timillustrator
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‘Rain won’t stop me from drawing outside’  Liz Steel

This intriguing image of weeping willows 
along the shores of Lake Jarun (near Zagreb, 
Croatia) was created by Nenad Jalšovec.  
He almost always draws en plein air, usually 
with charcoal. The images are dreamy, leaving 
room for your own thoughts. As the heavy 
rain clouds approached, he drew them, and 
then skedaddled to seek shelter.
Nenad is a visual artist living in Zagreb.  
He spends most of the day working in graphic 
design and illustration. On top of that he also 
designs games.

‘Sketching outside gives me a great sense of 
freedom, without the restrictions that comes 
with digital technology that I use at my work. 
By sketching outside both my visual and 
non-visual thinking are developed. I spend a 
lot of time designing computer games; in one 
way or another, the combination of digital 
technology and visual art helps me with that.’ 
Please, take a look on Flickr, under the name  
Strictly Sketches for more drawings by Nenad.
Flickr

If there’s someone who won’t let a bit of rain 
stop them from sketching it’s Liz Steel.  
She did this drawing in the pouring rain, 
under an umbrella. Even though the paint ran 
on the page, she was satisfied with the result 
in the end. When a heavy thunderstorm  
followed, she fled to the car to continue 
drawing there.
Liz Steel is a former architect from Sydney 
(Australia). One day, when she saw water-
colour pans in a small travel kit, she was 
pleasantly surprised. She bought a set and 
tried them out. After six years of obsessive 
sketching, she took the step to leave her day 
job. Now she works full time as a blogger and 
teacher. Liz is the founder of Urban Sketchers 
Australia and is a regular instructor at Interna-

tional Urban Sketchers symposia.
‘Through sketching I can react to the world 
around me in a loose and spontaneous way.  
I don’t want my sketches to be perfect,  
I would much rather take risks, while having 
fun at the same time. My biggest wish is to 
share the ideas behind my quick sketches and 
to help others have more fun when sketching.
Sometimes we overlook our own unique gifts. 
Let’s stop looking at others.’
Facebook
Instagram
YouTube
YouTube
Website
Website
Book:  Five Minute Sketching: Architecture

http://www.flickr.com/photos/131155199@N07
http://www.facebook.com/lizborromini.steel
http://www.instagram.com/lizsteelart
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1K4uWmvPbI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1799&v=RjARrwZHmrk&feature=emb_logo
http://LizSteel.com
http://sketchingnow.com
https://doodlewash.com/5-minute-sketching-series-book-review
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James Hair purposefully went outside 
to draw the storm clouds over Porths-
mouth Harbor (United Kingdom). About 
himself James says: ‘I am an amateur 
sketcher, intermediate swimmer and 
Anglican priest’. James lives in Fareham, 
a market town close to Portsmouth.  
‘I am not completely self-taught, I took 
portrait classes for a number of years. 
There I learned to look closely. As an avid 
spectator and sketcher I try to capture 
moments, movements, postures, lands-
capes and atmospheres. I draw with 
what I have with me: usually a small sket-
chbook, a pen and some colored pencils. 
I think this makes me more of a sketcher 
than an artist with a finished product.
I’ve been drawing and painting for as 
long as I can remember; it is part of who 
I am. Only once I have tried to draw 
something or someone, do I feel that I 
have truly seen it.’
James made this drawing with pen 
and diluted ink, using only a few quick 
strokes. Even though he used only a few 
simple marks, they are oh, so effective.
Facebook

‘Only once I have tried to draw something or  

someone, do I feel that I have truly seen it’  James Hair

One evening in Paris (France), Sylvain Cnudde 
sat down in the rain to make this drawing. Sylvain 
is a graphic designer in an astronomy and astro-
physics laboratory.
‘Thanks to my job I can easily make a living, and 
it’s pretty cool. But what really moves me is to go 
outside to sketch. To walk around with a sketch-
book, stopping to draw what catches my eye.’
Sylvain prefers to draw bands’ performances, but 
he can also often be found in the metro, on the 
street and in a pub, pen in hand.
Sylvain made this drawing using only a black pen 
and some ink in different shades of gray.  
The reflections on the road show us how hard it 
is raining.
Facebook
Instagram
Flicker
Website

‘My favorite tool is a  

water brush. I have a 

black one for the lines, 

and others with gray ink 

or water’ Sylvain Cnudde

http://www.facebook.com/james.hair.33
http://www.facebook.com/SylvainCnuddeArt
http://www.instagram.com/sylvaincnudde
http://www.flickr.com/photos/issenkor
http://blogenkor.canalblog.com


5

8.
 It

 ra
in

s. 
Ba

h,
 n

ow
 w

ha
t?

In this drawing it looks like Shigeya  
Yamamoto was sketching outside, during 
a heavy rain storm, possibly under a roof. 
Shigeya Yamamoto is an independent illus-
trator/artist from Sendai (Japan).
Shigeya likes to draw on the street and in 
parks, usually using watercolours in lovely 
soft colours. He is a master in capturing 
light. Here we can also see shades of blue, 
in stark contrast with the orange-yellow 
lights of the shops. The tall street lamps cast 
reflections in the water on the dark sidewalk. 
And for the first time in this edition, we see 
umbrellas.
Facebook
Instagram
Website
About

Nick Kobyluch is in Marleybone, a posh neighborhood in London 
(United Kingdom) and seems to be the witness to a storm.  
The sky is almost black, passers-by have difficulty holding on to their 
umbrellas and are making their way to a dry place.
Nick is an illustrator/artist living in London. He draws every day and 
finds his inspiration in the city. Nick’s drawings are colourful and 
expressive. It is really worth looking at his other work.
‘I see myself as a sketcher and feel most at home with a pen in hand, 
even though it is the most unforgiving medium. I like to leave  
mistakes as they are – afterwards I sometimes I find those to be the 
most interesting parts of the drawing.’
When Nick is asked what he enjoys doing most, he answers: ‘ Foot-
ball, badminton, movies and books – but not all at the same time.’
Facebook
Facebook
Instagram
Flickr

‘I see art as a personal language - a language that one 

should develop - the ultimate goal is to surprise myself’

 Nick Kobyluch

http://www.instagram.com/shigeya_yamamoto
http://www.facebook.com/shigeyay
http://www.shige-web.com
http://fishinkblog.com/2014/05/16/shigeya-yamamoto-water-colouring-the-world-around-him
http://www.facebook.com/nickkobyluchsdailydrawings
http://www.facebook.com/nick.kobyluch
http://www.instagram.com/nickkobyluch
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nickk-drawings
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Next time: No time for sketching. Really?
All artists have given permission for the use of their sketches in this blog except for Shigeya Yamamoto;  

I was not able to contact him. © Anne Rose Oosterbaan. English translation: Nino van Vuuren.

Tia Boon Sim was out with the Urban Sketchers Singapore and it was raining 
hard. Some sought shelter, but everyone continued sketching. Tia (‘Tia is my 
last name or family name’) went a step further: she started with a few big dark 
splashes on her paper and only after that started to draw.
Tia Boon Sim is an architect, but she chose to become an art and design  
teacher. She is the founder of the Urban Sketchers Singapore. She is also one 
of the authors of Urban Sketchers Singapore, a book of urban sketches of her 
city. ‘The sketches are a record of time and place. For me, urban sketching is a 
way to recollect memories from the past, and it gives me hope for the future.  
I like to taste the atmosphere, to hear the street sounds of this beautiful city, 
which is so rich in history, yet is modern and vibrant.’
Facebook
Flickr
Website
YouTube

Read: 
• Pete Scully shows you how to draw when it rains: How to sketch in the rain (Pete Scully): 
https://petescully.com/2019/03/04/how-to-sketch-in-the-rain
• Marc Taro Holmes was in Ireland and gives five tips for drawing in the rain.  
Tip 1: don’t think about it:
YouTube: James Gurney sketches the rain from inside the car:
Painting Challenge: Raindrops on the Windshield

‘For me, urban sketching is a way to recollect 

memories from the past and it gives hope  

for the future’ Tia Boon Sim

Have you missed the previous episodes of That’s another way of doing it?  
Here you can see and download the last four episodes (#1 and #2 are in Dutch only):
3. Oops, a tree in front of the building 
4.  Coloured pencils: what can we do 

with it?

5. What do you mean, perspective?
6. White is also a colour
7. Sketching inside the car

The Dutch blogs have appeared on the website of Urban Sketchers Netherlands.  
You can find all episodes and downloads at urbansketchers.nl/vind-pagina 
under the heading ‘ZO KAN HET OOK’.

http://www.facebook.com/tiastudio
http://www.flickr.com/photos/52689468@N00
http://tiastudio.blogspot.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMUHARssIVA
http://petescully.com/2019/03/04/how-to-sketch-in-the-rain
http://citizensketcher.com/2016/09/22/travel-sketching-in-ireland-part-one-five-strategies-for-sketching-in-the-rain
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ii-me7MhKiY
http://urbansketchers.nl/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/3_Tree-in-front_2020_E.pdf
http://urbansketchers.nl/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/4_Colored_pencils_2020_E.pdf
https://urbansketchers.nl/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/5.-What-do-you-mean-perspective-2020-E.pdf
http://urbansketchers.nl/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/6_White_is_also_a_colour_2020_E.pdf
http://urbansketchers.nl/vind-pagina
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